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| PrOvenps 3 iv. 25, 26, 27. 


Let thine eyes hok righs on, and bt thin oel. ok i fraight 


before thee. 
Ponder the path if thy feet, and ke all thy ways be 5 

 dliſhed, 

Turn not to the right hand, nor to the aß; 3 remove - thy fot 

from evil. | | 


OLO M ON, in the preceding verſes, had been adviſing 
] to take ſpecial care of the inclinations and affections of 


the ſoul, by ſtrictly guarding the inward and ſecret ſprings, 
as well of our words as actions. Keep thy heart with all di- 
Hence; for out 'Y it are the Yue of life: put away from these 
a en 


a froward mouth, and perverſe lips put far from thee, Ang, 
in the words of the Text, adds the molt excellent rules for 
the well and right ordering of our actions; not only as to 
their nature and quality in general, but as to the end for which 
they are done, the rules by which they are to be directed, the 
principles from which they proceed, and the circumſtances with 
which they are attended.” Let thitie eyes look right on, (ſays 
he) and let thine eye-lids look ſtraight before thee: let the 
end which thou propoſeſt be good; and always take care to 
- Purſue that good end in a right manner, by uſing fair and 
direct means for the attainment of it. Ponder the path of 
thy feet, weigh and conſider well the nature and tendency of 
every action, before you engage in it; never act raſhly or haſ- 
ly, (eſpecially in matters of great conſequence) but in fuch 
manner as may juſtify your conduct to the world, by being 
able to give the beſt reaſon of your actions, * well to = 
ſelf : as to mers. e 


* 
> > 


And his all thy ways OY eftabliſhed. AR by fired 1 
and certain principles; ; becauſe ſuch preſcribed and deter- 
mined principles are neceſſary to the eſtabliſhing our ways; 
to make us act upon ſafe and ſure grounds; to render us 
_ —_— and uniform i in our behaviours. | 
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rn ci to the right hand. hor to the left. Cau- 
tiouſly avoid both Ae ;- not being ſo apprehenſive of 
the danger on one fide, as to neglect an equal, perhaps, a 
„ greater danger on the other. 


And lltly. Remove thy foot from evil. Let no conſi- 
deratich; ho motive whatever prevail at any time to entice 
Jou from the path of virtue and integrity. Let your inten- 
tions be ever To Juſt; the end propoſed ever ſo good; be the 
| arguments to perfuadeever ſo plauſible; the motives to tempt 
you ever fo alluring; purſue it not by methods unjuſt fable, 

n and en EF 


Suck i is EE plain and hab comment of the text. And | 

it will be unneceſſary to remind this aſſembly, that, did we 
conſtantly a& by, and invariably purſue theſe excellent rules, 
we ſhould effectually approve ourſelves wiſe and good men 
in our ſeveral capacities and ſtations; and in the reſult of all 
our actions, thus honeſtly. and fairhfully directed, ſhould 
certainly reap the merited W of our integrity, wiſdom, 
and . 


But chat I Hay 7 purſue this ſubje& fuitably to the occa- 
hon of the preſent meeting, I ſhall beg leave to make ſome 


general reflexions upon the ſeveral particulars of the advice 
| give n 


4 Wo? 


given by Solomon; 3 and eadervonr. to ſhew. you, how: it 


may. beſt be followed, in applying i it to the e | 
buſineſs of this day. Sagen 01-20: bd 50 0 fa 
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13 firſt particular of this advice, is, that the end, the 
* ultimate view of all our actions, ſhould be good; that we 
propoſe. to ourſelves no other advantage than what muſt 
neceſſarily reſult from the juſtneſs and uprightneſs of our 
deeds; and that we come not forth with diſhoneſt purpoſes, 
with baſe and unworthy f deſigns. 5 What ſhould. be the 
main end of all our purſuits is fully, declared in the goſpel 
of Chriſt; where weare frequently inſtructed: ce to do all to the 
& glory of God; which is ſtrictly enjoined by the cleareſt 
dictates of impartial, uncorrupted reaſon; for he who is the 
. cauſe, ought certainly to be the laſt e end. It is evident, 
we are not our own, and conſequentiy cannot live to our- 
ſelves, but to him who gave us our beings, and on whom 
we continually and entirely depend. Now God is ſaid to be 
glorified by men, when his power, wifdom,.: goodneſs," and all 
his other divine and infinite perfections are obſerved, | 
acknowledged, and made manifeft by them: and the, glory of 
God is then only made our chief end, when we propoſe it to 
ourſelves, as the great defign-of our lives, to act to tlioſe pur- 
poſes for which our bountiful Creator gave us our exiſtence; 
and to behave ourſelves in all reſpects in ſuch a manner, as 
5 "OS be | 
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4 beſt correſpond with that n in which he haz 

_ wiſely made us. We cannot add to the happineſs of Go d 
but we may be the bleſſed inſtruments of each others happi- 
| neſs; for he hath created us intelligent and rational agents, 
who by doing good to ourſelves, and to each other, may 
fully anſwer the end for which he fent us into the world; 
and, by ſo doing, abundantly promote, and ſhew forth ** : 
honour and * | 


| In onr fingle capacities, thet glory of God . 
our chief end, We we endeavour by the rules of religion, 

to improve our ſpirits, to keep our bodies in due ſubjection 
to them; to grow, as far as may be, into the likeneſs of 
our Maker; and earneſtly to covet, and diduouſly pages 
ourſelves for He: enjoyment of kim. 


View us as l of. ſociety, and we then wake the * 
of God our end, when, laying aſide all narrow, ſelfiſh 
defigns, we endeavour with our utmoſt power to promote 
the publick good, the welfare of the world in general, and 
the immediate proſperity of that ſociety to which we pecu- 
larly belong; the city, or the kingdom of which we are mem- 
bers. Such ends as theſe, and none but ſuch as are conſiſtent 
with, and ſubordinate to theſe, will advance. the glory of 

25 1 . 531.4 695 45 MWg 
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God; or the peace, N and E of human 
ſociety. 


- 


But ſecondly. We are adviſed to purſue every good end 
in a right manner; to uſe fair, hoyeſt, and direct means 
towards the attainment of it. This, as well as the former 
particular, ſeems to be included in the firſt exhortation of 

the text; let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eye- 
& lids look ſtraight before thee.” Hiſtory will furniſh a 
long and melancholy example of the various evils which have 
flowed from the unfortunate negle& of this rule. And we 
need only review the events of former ages, to convince us 
of the neceſſity to bind ourſelves to the ſtricteſt obſervance 
of it. How often hath a pretended zeal for the ſervice of 

God, covered the baſeſt deſig igns againſt the publick order, 
and his honour been made the cloak of our ſhame! Let us 
. conſider, that the end, be it ever ſo juſt, will not, at 
all times, ſanctify the means: and there is no honourable 
road, even to the accompliſhment of the beſt defigns, but that of 
jut and equitable dealing. It is utterly inconſiſtent and con- 
tradictory in itſelf, to attempt the glory of God by any un- 
righteous means. To do him honour, is to do good: to uſe 
baſe, diſhonourable, and indirect means, is manifeſtly to do 
evil; and, in fact, to deftroy and counteract the very deſign 
which we pretended to promote. Thoſe, therefore, who 
| | arc 


are ſeemingly intent upon promoting the beſt ends, ſhould be 
careful to purſue them by ſuch honeſt means, as may be 
fairly juſtified before God and men. 


Thirdly. We are directed to weigh oy ber well 
every action, before we engage in the execution of it; and 
in all matters of moment, to proceed with deliberation, 
judgment, and prudence; that in every action we may be able 
to give a good account to ourſelves. and others. Ponder the 
path of thy feet. We ſhould im partially reflect upon the 
nature of every action we are entering upon. We muſt 
ſeriouſſy conſider not only what will be, but what ay be 
the conſequences of it. The frailty of human nature forbids 
us to know things intuitively, and at one view; but we are 
Þ far perfect, as to be endued with a power of deliberating 
within ourſelves; which we can certainly never more advan- 
tageouſly exerciſe, than in guarding againſt the fatal infu- 
ences of prejudice and paſſion, humour and intereſt; againſt | 
the crafty ſeduction of thoſe, who may have. conciliated our 
gem; and againſt the violence of any party to which we are 
be it ever ſo cordial, „ united. 


Fourth We are e always to act by fixed rules, and upon 
| certain principles. Let all thy ways be eſtabliſhed; 
and they moſt aſſuredly never can be eſtabliſned, unleſs 

| they 


they are founded _ rere. and: Girefted: by 


rules, 


* "Phe great principles upon ni our » los as men 
and' Chriſtians, are founded by religion, the ſacred bond «f 
all human ſociety, are theſe: the firm belief of a God, and 
of a Providence; of the eſſential, eternal, and immutable 
difference between truth and falſhood, right and wrong, 
moral good, and evil; of the immortality of the ſoul, and 
the certainty of another life: that we are placed in this 
world under the characters of beings, accountable for every 
action to our ſupreme Creator: and that the meaſure of our 
future rewards will be ſtrictly proportionate to the merit of 
our preſent virtue. Theſe are the only ſteady: principles 
upon which we can act with any ſecurity either to ourſelves, 
or to our fellow creatures. He therefore who has thrown 
off a ſenſe of God and of religion, has no principles to 
govern himſelf by, but remains the weak monument of 
human frailty, led by his own. fickle and capricious 
humour; or by the mean and ſordid motives of his own 
private intereſt; which will ever vary with the turn of his 
condition and circumſtances in the world. By conſidering 
one part of our conſtitution, (the ſhortneſs and uncertainty 
of human life) we ſhall feel that we are accountable for our 
W i by looking into o the other (the dignity and ipfir- 


mity 
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mity "of human 3 that we ſtand in perpetual davger of 
crror and wrong conduct. Reaſon, thereſore, looks for- 
ward, and weighs the conſequences of things; and when the 
eye of reaſon can reach no farther, the light of revelation 
riſes upon us, and opens the boundleſs proſpect of eternity. 
Thus the ſure rules by which we are to direct all our actions 
are thoſe of right reaſon, and the revealed will of God, 
There is one /aw-giver to all mankind, hat is God; who 
alone can give us fixed and certain rules to act by, which he 
hath done, in part, by our very frame and conſtitution; 
and more clearly and fully in the holy ſcriptures. To theſe 
muſt we conſtantly appeal as our fafeſt and trueſt guide. 
Amongſt thoſe laws which God hath preſcribed to us, none 
are more obvious than thoſe which relate to civil govern- 
nent. The end and deſign of which is fairly exhibited, 
that by a chearful and willing obedience, it may be comfort- 
ably enjoyed. This end of government, is the welfare of 
| ſociety; and to carry on this noble end, proviſion is made 
for all mutual and good offices, and for the reſpective felicity 
of men in all conditions. And it is worth our confideration, 
(by the way) that the Chriſtian religion alone hath eſta- 

bliſhed liberty without licentiouſneſs, and ſettled. authority 
| without tyranny and oppreſſion. But to return more imme- 
diately to Solomon's adviee, we are 


„„ Sthly, 


T7» 7. 


| ethby; Carefully to avoid all extremes; not to be ſo ap- 
prehenſive of the danger on one ſide, as to neglect or over- 
look, an equal, or perhaps a greater danger on the other. 
« Turn neither to the right hand, nor to the left.” 


It is a common obſervation, that the way of virtue lies 
between two extremes. That it is ſo ſituated in many 
inſtances, (though perhaps not in all) is ſufficiently evi- 
dent. Thus, for example, genuine piety is placed between 
prophaneneſs on one hand, and ſupenſtition on the other, 
| Juſtice between rigour, and - laxne/ſs of diſcipline, Tem- 
\ perance between an undue /everizty of the body, and the 
inordinate gratification of its deſires. Crvility between the 

excels of compliment and flattery, or moroſeneſs and rudent/s. 

And to inſtance in no more, /oyal/ty and fidelity to the 
government under which we live, between an undue com- 
pliauce with arbitrary and illegal power, and a en and 
ſedlitious oppoſetion to it. 


In Geek daflancys -2: theſe, it is the common misforiune of 
mankind too frequently to err, by flying from the dangers 
of one evil, into the deſtructive ſnares of the other. Here, 
therefore, Solomon adviſes to exerciſe our utmoſt. caution; 
to turn not to the right hand nor to the left. Either is a 
deviation from the ſtraight and direct path, and though one 

5 way | 
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way may + ability conduct us into leſs difficulties than the 
other, we are fully perſuaded, before we advance one ſtep, 
that both are Dy Mi | 


The laſt or of 5 advice is; that no motive, no 
temptation whatſoever ſhould, at any time, prevail upon 
us to do a wicked or an immoral action. Remove thy 
« foot from evil.” It is, in fact, the ſum of the advice 
contained in theſe words: that whatſoever is plainly im- 
moral; contrary to any known law of God, though ever ſa 
plauſible on /peculation or argument, no nnn ever ſo 
alluring ſhould reconcile us to it. 


It is true, — will alter the nature of moral 
actions, and render them either good or evil: all circumſtan- 
ces, therefore, are to be ſeriouſly and duly conſidered, 
agreeable to the former inſtruction: mponder the path of 
« thy feet,” This being done, whatſoever upon examina- 
tion appears to our judgment and reaſon to be evil, we are 
not to venture upon it, under any pretences whatever, 
Good and evil are not of our own creating. God hath in 
nature, and by his laws determined, and for ever ſettled the 
difference between them, which the beſt exerted ſkill of 
human wiſdom can neither alter or amend. God will not 


himſelf aſſume the of doing evil; and we may be 
well 


"* 12 4 83838 


well aſſüped he will not allow uc that liberty, which he has, 
in fact, denied himſelf: and we may obſerve that the original 
cauſe of God's diſpleaſure towards mankind in general, is, 
that without his permiſſion, nay, againſt his expreſs com- 
mand, they have preſumed to chuſe evil rather than 
good, . 12 e 


From this general view of Solomon's advice in the words 
of the text, let us endeavour to draw ſome uſeful infe- 
rences, in the application of it, to tho approathing 
occaſion. | | 1 


The goodneſs of the caufe in which you are engaging : 
will beſt appear by conſidering the ends and pur poſes towards 
which your laudable endeavours are direded. Theſe are 
the domeſtick order, and good government of the firſt, the 
| moſt opulent city in the world : nor would I willingly offend 
by intimating the leaſt doubt of your uptight zeal in pro- 
moting the general, the public 4. Every good and bongſ. 
9147 willl in every ſtation, endeavour to advance and eſta- 

bliſh the good and happineſs of his country, which can only 
be done by an hearty attachment to that Hen of religion 
and virtue, which hath in it that harmony and conſiſtence 
of deſign, which diſtinguiſh all the plans of perfect wiſdom- 
Religion is the excellency of man, and virtue is his real per- 
faction: | 


ee ns 
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2 5 Ik tho tem per -_ genius of our happy 22 
can only be promoted and maintained by the firm union of 
public ſpirit,” and the inward Principles of true Chriftian - 
aith and virtue. For it is, in fact, owing, to the excellent 
and perfect revelation of divine law, that we of this nation 
are united under a ſyſtem of ſocial and political government, 
which, as it bears the f/ri&e/f Proportion, the neareſt analog y 
| to the religion upon which it is founded, cannot fail, wen 
rightly adminiſtered, of producing the moſt happy effects to 
all who are ſituated within its influence. It is our bleſſing 
do be placed under the auſpices of the beſt religion, and the 
beſt government that was ever framed; and it is our indiſ- 
penſible duty to preſerve that union upon which they are 
founded and maintained. The moment we loſe ſight of 
one, the other will gradually languiſh and decay. From 
this view we are naturally directed to turn our thoughts 
upon ourſelves; to reap the beſt advantage we poſſibly can, 
in every purſuit of national honour and ſecurity, The tem- 
per of theſe unſettled times, calls for our particular attention, 
in the reſtoration of public peace, by all the methods of 

frift integrity and honeft zeal. And although I may incur 
the charge of troubleſome and impertinent officiouſneſs, in 
declaring what ſome may not be inclined to hear, I ſhall not 
fear to offend, when duty ſo loudly calls upon me, in aſſert- 
ing chat the want of common n honefly, and * Pr inciples, 

E is 
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is the chief abſtrustion to the general . of this 
divided kingdom, and the good order, in particular, of 
thisds//urbed and di ifrontented city. And we ſhould do well 
to conſider, that although the intent of religion is. not to 
compel men to live in peace, yet it plainly recommends the 
duty by the ſtrongeſt arguments. And whatever courſe nen 
wilfully purſue, God will glorify his own wiſdom, Juſtice, 
and goodneſs in the government of the world; and, in due 
time, will fully reward thoſe who have conſcientiouſly fol- 
lowed the things that make for peace; and will as ſeverely 
reckon with thoſe whoſe reſtlefs ſpirits have at any time 
endeavoured to turn the world upſide down. But ſince it 
may not have the defired effect to reproach thoſe who are 
inſtrumental in promoting the public grievances,” I ſhall 
rather with to impreſs the ſenſe of your duties on your minds, 
: by repreſenting to you the benefits of good government, as 
the beſt means of ee your endeavours in the an 
r..., OLE N 


* Govenitadat Sennen to us hin his that make life 
valuable; ſuch as liberty of perſons, quiet. poſſeſſion of the 
Fruit of our labours, authority to vindicute invaded rights, | 
peace, Plenty, and the like. It ſecures even life itſelf 1 to us, I 
fince there is no rb without POCO | | 
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35 1. has, eneburaget, and a Ns AT. 
4 religion, which ought to be dearer than life to us, Apply 
this to our own caſe, and we ſhall experimentally feel in 
what meaſure the purpoſes of good g government are by our 
confitution intended to be ſerved. Nor is their /in leſs than 
their folly, who practiſe againſt government, or leſſen the 
eſteem people ought to have of it, by mal-adiminiſtration. 
On the contrary, every praiſe, and every reward is certainly 
due to the virtue of thoſe rulers or magiſtrates, whoſe eyes 
in the language of Solomon) look right on, and whoſe eyes 
lids look ſtraight before them; who by juſtice and fair dcal- 
ing deſire to be as uſeful and beneficial as they can to man- 
kind: who endeavour to fulfil the end and deſign of that 
com miſſion which immediately, or mediately, they have 
received from God: who being entruſted with the care of 
| ſociety, are faithful to their tru; and having laid them- 
ſelves under promiſes and oaths, think themſelves bound to 
obſerve and fulfil them: who confider themſelves as the 
miniſters of God, only for the good of the people, and 
therefore confine not their thoughts-to themſelves; carry on 
no JO intereſt from that of the PO but a& upon 


generous 
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generous and honeſt principles, pondering the path of their 
feet, that their ways may be eſtabliſhed; employing their 
time and their labours in promoting the peace and ſecurity, 


the happineſs and proſperity of the ſociety over which they 


are placed: who, as ſent for the puniſhment of evil 3 95 
and for the 'praiſe of them that do well, encourage the 


practice of virtue, and diſcountenance vice and profaneneſ;: 
who turn not to the right hand nor to the left, but are im- 
partial in the adminiſtration of juſtice; not reſpecting the 


perſons, but regarding the merits of the cauſe; ſhewing 


mercy to thoſe who are objects of compaſſion, : but inflitins 
puniſhment upon obſtinate and incorrigible offenders, and 


ſuch as juſtly deſerve to be ſet forth publick examples for 


the terror and admonition of others: who as guardians of 
the rights and properties of the people, ſtretch not their 
own power to their prejudice beyond its legal bounds; offer 
no violence themſelves to oppreſs or diſpoſſeſs them, nor ſuffer 
others to do it, whilſt they are able to hinder them; but 
employ their power and authority to defend the innocent, 
vindicate the injured, reſcue the miſerable, and relieve the 
oppreſſed: who, in ſhort, by cautiouſly removing their feet 
from evil, are publick bleſſings to their country; and, by 
their exemplary virtue and wiſe government, are the glorious 


inſtruments of our peace upon earth, and our. happincl in 
heaven. 


6 


It may now | be 4 to recall your attention 


to the lat ſervices of your preſent chief magiſtrate, leſt I 
ſhould ſeem to influence your choice, which I am fully 


perſuaded will be wiſely directed by your own experience, 


and far better motives than any which (however willing) 
my weak abilities are able to ſuggeſt. Yet I ſhould be 
wanting to myſelf and to the publick, ſhould I take my 
leave of this aſſembly, without paying the proper tribute of 


applauſe, which is ever due to the character of @ good and _ 


honeſt man; who in the worſt of times ſeems to have conſi- 
dered before-hand the price of - di/charging his duty, and to 
: have prepared himſelf againſt the dj ;/pleaſure and cenſure of 
Malfected nen. Who hath diſdained the low and vulgar 
| virtue which induces men to do good things, only asleng os 
they can be done with ſafety; and hath nobly dared to do 
well, when he was ſure 70 Jaller for it. In one word, the 
judgment we paſs upon a man's worth, is to be formed from 
his outward actions; and when we find a regular conduct; 
where all the duties to God and man, as far as we can 
obſerve, are exactly and punctually diſcharged; where there 
are no viſible infractions of divine or human laws, or none 
but ſuch as may be imputed to human frailty, we cannot 
but eſteem a perſon ſo qualified, as a ſhining pattern of 
probity, honour, and virtue. This is indeed the debt to 
common judgment. True Chriſtian charity improves upon 
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